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les 11 et 12 janvier 2025

| 1 partie
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Toutes les photos sont de Damien Hubaut
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Waterland Neeltje Jans































LOONS

T'hese two medium-size loons are very similar and until recently were considered a single species,
Arctic Loon. Both are found on open ocean and bays, preferring deep water.

Pacific Loon <

Gavia pacifica

L 25" ws 36" wr3.71b (1,700 g) >9
Shorter-necked than Red-throated; head and neck usu-
ally smoothly rounded, bill straight. Note cleanly pat-
terned neck and dark around eye.

Adult Adult
nonbreeding , breeding

P —

rounded
head

lacks white
around eye
(compare
Common)

Juvenile

(Aug-Jan) nape paler
than back
and forehead

sharp contrast
and straight
border on neck

Ist summer
(May-Sep)

Adult
nonbreeding blacker on
(Sep-Mar) back than
other loons
most have
dark “necklace”
Adult pale gray

nape shows
breeding ."”q,(:"

(Feb-Oct) small patches distance A
of white on |
back

Voice: Calls mainly on breeding grounds, giving
plaintive, yodeling o-lo-lee. Long call a mournful
but rather high and strident ooalEE-kow, ooalEE-
kow, ooaL.EE-kow. Also a ravenlike kowk and other
growls and croaks.

Extent of white on flanks of Arctic
Loon varies depending on bird’s pos- 3 O
ture: shows less white when active, ¥, %
more white when relaxed and float-
ing high on water. Other species may

Arctic Loon

Gavia arctica

L 27" ws40" wrS5.71b (2,600 g) 8>¢
Noticeably larger than Pacific; distinguished from all
other loons in all plumages by white patch on flanks.,

longer-necked
and “lumpier”

Adult than Pacific  Adult
nonbreeding breeding
white
flanks

Juvenile
(Aug-Jan)
may have
darker nape
and whiter
cheeks than
Pacific
shows small white tuft at
rear flanks when active

Ist summer
(May-Sep)

Adult
nonbreeding

shows extensive
(Sep-Mar)

bright white along
flanks when relaxed

Adult
breeding .
(Feb-Oct) slightly darker "‘/
nape than v white
Pacific lines
on neck
more
obvious

Voice: Calls mainly on breeding grounds; calls
similar to Pacific but deeper. Long call a slurred
owiiil-ka owiiil-ka owiiil-ka; lower-pitched, less
strident, simpler than Pacific. Also a ravenlike
kraaw and a muffled aahaa like Canada Goose.

> o
roll over to expose white belly, often 1 o
{: when preening. Injured or oiled
\ birds may persistently lean to one \ 4
3 ’

\'\ : side.

Plongeon du Pacifique
Gavia pacifica A

AUTRES LANGUES Ang. : Pacific diver. Amér. : Pacific loon. All. :
Pazifiktaucher. Norv. : Amerikastorlom. / LONGUEUR 58 & 74 cm.
/ ENVERGURE 1103 128 cm. /POIDS 14 2,5 kg./ MATURITE SEXUELLE
2a3ans. / LONGEVITE Non connue. / STATUT UICN (ic). / POPULATION
0,93 a 1,6 million, en augmentation de 25 % par décennie.

IDENTIFICATION Tres semblable au Plongeon arctique mais
gorge noire aux reflets violets marque
grr-grr-grr » courts et durs ainsi qu'une
nements, aboliements,
gémissements e ssements.
HABITAT 1| défend avec ardeur le territoire et peut méme

tuer un autre individu qui S'approche trop pres de son nid
REPRODUCTION Le deuxieme ceuf est généralement pond
quelques semaines apres le premier : les chances de survie
de l'isillon seront donc r

du Pacifique étaient considérés comme une seule et méme

espece

Plongeon huard
Gavia immer 2

1

- < S TS V.

AUTRE NOM Plongeon imbrin. / AUTRES LANGUES Ang. : Great
northern diver. Amér. : Common loon. All. : Eistaucher. Nor.:
Islom. Groen. : Tuullik. / LONGUEUR 66 a 91 cm. / ENVERGURE
127 @ 147 cm. / POIDS 2,2 4 7,6 kg. / MATURITE SEXUELLE 2 4







s LA e
=5 (o
e



















_ L

e AR

IPEIR WP e

e

.

N — o




“:&.4—







